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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year 

1947- 


To  the  chairman  end  Members  of  the 
Great  arwood  Urban  .District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  (lent  1 emen r 

I have  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  administration 
of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  December.,  1947 > 

T h a v b rious  r a t e s in  t h e r eo  o r t s a re  b a s e d. 
upon  the  Registrar  General 5 s estimate  of  the  copulation  for 
the  m id- year  1947 

The  birth  rate  of  18‘.  c per  thousand  shows 
an  increase  of  H,1  on  1946  as  compared  with  HO.f  for  England 
and  Wales. 


15C  deaths  have  been  recorded  giving  a 
death  rate  of  14*3  per  thousand  population  as  last  year. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  Ida). 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rote  was  lower 
than  last  year,  being  40  per  thousand  live  births-.  This 
is  an  decrease  of  Rb  from  last  year,  when  the  figure  was 
58  per  thousand  live  births.  The  figure  for  England  and 
Walts  was  41  » 

The  dee th  rate  from  Tuberculosis  ol  the 
respiratory  system  is  lower  than  last  year  being  0 - 38  as 
against  0.48* 

was  lower  than  las?ef£fif . from  Cancer  alve  a rate  of  1.14  which 


y ear  t 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the 


There,  have  been  no  causes  of  sickness  or 
invalidity  which  have  been  specially  noteworthy  during  the 
year,  and  the  general  health  of  the  district  remains 
satisfactory » 

Xmmuni nation  against  diohth eria.  has 
continued  satisfactorily  throughout  tjie  year,  One  cas@of 

dipiitneri!  if 


' 


. 


The  essential  work  of  the  Health  Department  has 
been  fully  maintained. 

I wish  to  exnress  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Committee,,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
other  Officials  for  their  valuable  assistance. 

I amy 


Mr . chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 


Y our  ob edi ent  3 e event „ 


J.  K-  Gumming, 


MFDICAL  OFF  I OIK  OF  HI1' ALT  U 
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Area  in  acres > 

dumber  of  inhabited  houses  (a;  Census.,  1931. 

(b)  Fnd  of  1947* 

R at eabl e V al ue,. 

r-  j.ra  represented  by  a penny  rate. 

Population  - Census  193 '1* 

registrar  Generals  Fstimate  of  nonulation 

1947 


2,868. 

3,572- 

J,7lS. 

£63,574-, 

£244  (1947-8 
12,876. 


If)  /]pr 


( Legitimate, 

Liv e Bi rth s <>  (1 1 1 egi t Imat  e . 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
eat Imat ed  populat ion . 

Still , Births.  ( Legit imat e. 

( II legit imat e. 


Rate  per  1^000  total 
( L i v e an d s t i 11 ) bi. r th s . 

DEATHS . 

Pnenmonia, 

Wh o 0 p in  g G 0 u gh . 
biphther  ia. 

1 hxlmohary  T ub or culo sis. 

VI  on- Pulsion  ary  Tub  er  culo  s is. 

0 yp h i 1 i tic  di s e a a e s . 

Cancer 
: ..  ab  e 0 e s , 

Intro  cranial  tiascular  l es:i  on  s .. 
Heart  Disease, 

Bonchitis. 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years.  , 

B ephr  x 1 1 s . 

Prematurity. 

Suicide, 

0 1 h er  v i 0 1 en t c au see,  • 
iu  j...  0 th  er  c au s es , 
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heath  rate  per  1 000  of  the  estimated 
pope tat tone 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Total „ 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  ago;  p 
Illegitimate.  1 

"'"6  

\ ' ~ “ 
Death  rate  of  Infants  uni  nr  one'  year  of  age. 

Al.L  infants  per  I., 000  liv s births 
(heath  rate  for  Fngland  and  hairs  41) . 
legitimate  .infants  per  1 000'  legitim:  te  live  births 
;ti  l eg  1 1 i rna  t e 1 nf ant  s p er  X . ■ >00  i .1 1 eg  .1 1 ima t e i 1 v e 


wmu.h  provision  of  iiriiTH  srrv tor 


Vok:  thi;  aiifa 


Laboratory  Fee ii it 1 os . 

Pathological  and  Baotorialogical  examinations 
are  carried  out  at  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Blackburn,  with  the 
exception  of  sputum  examination  for  , Tuberculosis ? these  being 
examined,  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Accrington, 

Ambul once  F eciltieg . 

(a)  For  infectious  cases  - Provided  by  Isolation 
Ho spital. 

(b)  For  non-inf ectious  cases  - Operated  by  the 
lan c s . 0 ount y C oun c i 1 , 

Mur  sing  in  the  Horae . 

Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association* 


Mid wives . 


The  Midwives  Act.  19 3 6 is  administered  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council,  who  employ  two  midwives  in  the 
district . 


Ho  spit  a I,  Ac  commodat  ion . 


General . 


Smallpox. 

Other  jnfe ctious 
Diseases. 


Therd  are  no  Public  or  Voluntary 
hospitals  in  the  district.  The 
majority  of  cases  are  treated  at  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Blackburn  and 
Queens  Park  Hospital,  Blackburn. 

Finnington  Hospital,  Blackburn. 

i 

Agreement  made  by  Accrington  and 
District  Joint  Hospital  Board  for 
cases  to  be  treated  at  Bull  Hill, 

Ho  sp ital , D ar w en . 
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Treatment  c^entr^s  and  CIin;i  eg. 

The  Mat  amity  end  child  Welfare  V-  entre* 
ray  Mur  s try  ^ Ant enat eel  School.  Orthopaedic  and  Artificial 
tight  Olihiet'  are  all  under  the  Control  of  the  Lancashire 
; aunty  Coune.i  .1  , 

later  Suopi y , 

k 1 1 t h e<  d w o 1 1 i n g h o u a e s a r e a up  p ] . i ed  w 1 1 h 
vater  direct  from  the  public  mains  except  for  approx xmat ely 
;p)  farms  and  pottages  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district . 
11  o dwelling  housesa’re  supplied  with  water  from  stmt  pipes » 
'•‘he  water  is  supplied  by  the  Accrington  hi. etc:  Let  Gas  and 
later  Board „ 

The  water  is  moderately  soft  and  has  no 
. p.!  umbo-  sol  vent  action,  Samples  ore  r-guiariy  taken  by  the 
Board  for  Bacteri a logical  and  chemical  examine t ion.  The 
quality  and  gpiexiti  ty  of  the  w-ter  h<  s been  well  maintained 
J.  u r i n g t h e y e a r , 


brain age  and  Sewerage 


There  has  been  no  extension  of  the  sewerage 
system  during  the  year. 


Elvers  and  Streams- 


These  are.  under  the  control  of  the  lanoashir 
County  Council  Rivers  Board. 

Shops  and  Off ;i pes . 

Mo  action  was  taken  uni er  the  shops  let - 
L934.br  the  public  Health  let,  193  6 • 

Schools . 


It  has  not  been  necessary  to  close  any 
school  on  account  of  the  occurence  of  infectious  disease. 

Offensive  Trades  * 

There  is  one  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  in  the 
.District,  It  Is  situated  well  away  from  the  built-up 
< -r eo  and  no  complaints  have  been  received. 

Swimming  B at h. s , 

The  district  does  not  possess  any  oublic  or 
6 , 


‘ 


. 


' 

. 


5 witam  ng  o. 


V.  fc 


JlOUSlIl.g  - 


Housing  conditions  still  remain  fairly  satisfactory 
despite  the  difficulty  of  labour  and  materials.  SevcrfeX 
houses  have  been  rendered  fit  during  the  year. 

Although  there  is  very  little  overcrowding,  as 
defined  in  the  Housing  ir  i.  f there  . .it  many  eases  whei  <• 

sea  sepei at ion  is  unsatisfactory  du<  to  th<  present  shortage 
if  houses. 

Scabies . 


Arrangement sure  made  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies 
by  Temporary  Nurse  at  the  Council's  own  baths  at  the 
Town’s  Yard. 

J’i;jhtheria  Immunisation . 

119  children  and  7 adults  were  immunised  during  the 
year  of  these  109  were  between  1 and  5 years  and  10  between 
5 and  15  years  and  7 adults. 


The  approximate  total  of  all  children  immunised 
in  the  district  now  is:~ 


Under  5 years  of  age. 

Between  5 and  15  years  of  age. 


63.  % 
84.  6# 
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>i  actory «. 


number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  31st  December 


men  .ary . 


M&1®  XO 
Female,  10 


-:Pu  i mon  ary  a 


Male, 

Female 


.0 
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Report  of  the  S on  1 1 ary  _ In sp e o t o r . 

'T‘o  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health <, 
lor  the  Year  ended.  31  at . _ Dgcemb er . 1947. 


T have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary,  circumstances  of  the  District  during  the  year  ended 
3 1st.  D a c emb  er . 19  47 - 


01  a s sif  i ed  List  o f _ _Insp ec t ion s and  Visits. 


Dwelling  houses  under  the  Housing  and 
nubile  Health  Acts,  including  re-visits. 

0 q wsh e<5 s and.  b a iries. 

Milk  Samples. 

'food  Supply. 

*1 1 aught  erhou  s e . 

Food  Premises. 

Bakehouses. 

fFHERAL, 

Factories. 

Refuse  Tip. 

Workshops. ■ 

Salvage. 

D ef  ec  t i v e Du  s t b i n s . 

Visits  to  work  in  progress. 

H ew  dr  ai n sapprov ec . 

B ew  d r ain  s cl i s app r o v ed . 

Old  Drains  found  defective. 

Pub 1 i c c on v en i en c e s . 

Wast e Wat er  Olo set s . 

F r e sh‘  w at  er  Close  t s . 

Waste  Water  Closets  Conversions. 

Refuse  accommodat ion . 

g Flock  premises. 

Refuse  r ec apt acles . 

Various, 


Disinfection 

Rooms. 

Books, I j : 

Choked  drains  and  closet 
Complaint s . 


c 


t.  H 

‘ t 

' i 


( 


r el  eased . 


:54« 


42. 

8o. 
12. 
13 . 

8 

36 

4: 

3- 

31 

36 

1 

p 

la 


* 

93 
17- 
1. 
17 » 


10. 

: -M: 

14?. 


10, 


' 


■ 


- 


...  ....  i J n spec t long « 


Numb er  o ;f  pi’ errii ses  v i sit erl . 

.1  n sp  e cti  on  s an d r e v i s i t s . 

'■  ef  ect  s or  nui  sane  e d i scov er  Pi 
r-  r abated. 

r notices  served  - informal. 

’■  ' statutory, 

milk:  supply . 

Number  of  dairy  farms . 
dairymen. 


Approximate  number  of  rows. 
Jflumb er  o f i n sp ect i on s « 


442  o 
555. 
210  • 
196. 


7b, 


400 

78  B 


T -T  Milk 
Bott 1 i nr 
Plant p 
T .T. Mil 
R.  tj  v a i 1,  c • 


i‘by  work  in  connection  with  providing  a safe  and 
iai.i.k  supply  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year, 
inspections  ol  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  together  with  mi 
sampling  have  been  carried  cut. 


clean 

Regular 

Ik 


the  general  standard  of  the  buildings 
exceptions*  are  satisfactory.  ' " * 


with  few 


’*-'he  number  of  licensed  producers  of  "Accredited* 
uneer  the  Milk  (Special  Designation?)  Regulations.  19'>b 
is  seven.  ' , - 


milk 
to  1941 


5 


19 > samples  of  rrn~'k  have  been  taken  for  the  Methylene 
y ?T  wi*ich  4b  satisfied  the  requirements,  also  8“  fnr 

bec^'i xVlos''B  01  which  none  were  found  to  contain  tubercle 


Meat  and  other  Foods , 


All  meat  receive  in  the 

from  the  Ministry  of  Fcod*s  Regi 
Accrington.  ' 


district  is  still 
ona'l  SI  aught  erhous  e 


obtained 

at 


8o  visits  were  mad 
{ no  v ached  to  the  Bacon  and 
examined  of  which  the  foil 


e to  the  private  slaughterhouse 
H im  Factory)  p when  1,018  pigs 
o w ing  w er  e f oun  d.  t o b o u n so ixn d - 


were 


u sv  MC 


■ 


■ 


.tigs  ilea::  ;, 
Live  r. 
n Lungs, 

- Pluck®. 

oO  lb  n Canadian  Beef* 
58  }J  Fro  sen  Beef* 

3 tins  Stewed  steak. 
130  lbs  Beef* 

18  lbs  Flour, 


••  { 

- o 

^ j 


Bone  Faint, 

i:  H 

: • v 0 o trip  0 s i t i 0$  „ 


Other  food  premises  were  inspected  from  time  to 
time  and  various  Loose  foods  were  voluntary  surrendered  ae 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 


FhCTuRIFS. 

20  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  the 
f 0 1 1 o wi  ng  def  sets  f o un  0. , 

Absence  of  separate  sanitary  conveniences*  .4, 

for  sexes. 

Inad  equat  0 1 i ght  ring , 2 » 

Dirty  W.C , l, 

-Sanitary  conveniences  unsuitable.  1. 

No  - W.C,  2, 

BMFHOUST';!1. . 

The  number  of  bakehouses  on  the  register  is  34 
including  one  basement  bakehouse,  13  inspections  were  made 
thereto  and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be 
sat'i  sf  actory. 


chosii'T  - 

36  waste  water  closets  were  converted  during 

Pail  closets  are  emptied  weekly . 

The  number  of  various  closets  in  the  district 
are  as  follows ; 


Fresh  Water  Closets, 
Waste  " « 

Pa ils , 


156, 
4:9  • 
36, 


.ally  - 


public  levator xbs . 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  which  are  cleaned 

1,2, 


PUBLIC  C LT'  , 

The  refuse  collection  service  has  been  well 
maintained  during  the  year,  dustbins  have  been  emptied 
weekly  and  ash-pits  approximately  monthly. 

Collection  is  by  means  of  two  covered  "Dennis’- 
refuse  vehicles  and  disposed  by  controlled  tipping  which 
is  an  economical  method  of  disposal* 

V 

During  the  year  informal  notice  was  served  on  the 
owner  * s of  property  with  ash-pits  and  J dustbins  were  provide* 
to  property  in  lieu  of  ashpits* 

Approximate  number  of  dustbins.  3? 5^7* 

5?  55  ash-pits.  ' 5o« 


The  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
cleansing  of  the  main  roads  and  street s~ which  are  swept 
daily,  arid  side  streets  weekly. 

The  work  entailed  in  the  weeding  of  the  streets 
during  the  summer  months  necessitates  considerable  time  and 
expense.  It  would  be  economical  to  the  Council  and  a.t  the 
same  time,  a benefit  in  helping  to  keep  the  streets 
cleaner  by  proceeding  as  soon  as  the  opportunity  permits, 
in  the  work  of  the  regrouting  of  certain  paved  sett  streets. 
Street  gullies  are  emptied  regularly  to  avoid  nuisance 
being  created  from  the  overflowing. 
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SALV 


Pap cp , 

Kitchen  Waste. 
Pottles. 

Bo ot  s .t  ; ;ho e g . 
Black  Scrap, 
Tex tiles; 
Alumin  turn . 

T . 

Oopp er . 

Br  ass. 
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409, 

57. 

50, 
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1946. 


£57o 


£1< )( 1 
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Bate  ant  M \_c e , 

Systematic  ineoeetton  the  /e  ctVl  -,+  w,  . „ . . 

anc  also  immediate  at  tents  on  vr£  «i  viVi~t^\-*h  out 

comp?. aint  received  during  t 

were  “°tho*B  pf  Preb^tlng' an\i  ^oIsonLf  . 

out  hit  Sork  very  satltfactorUy^  ^ *raplg7e*  ^ c«rt«« 
have  I?en°tIU?'dn'  1 ae8lr*  t0  thank  TM  for  the  help  vnu 

W Health .siwStttw  - i1”*8"  r'n'5  Memb-rs  of 
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fours  faithfully. 

0.  WALMSLEY . 
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Sanitary  Inspect; 


' /s  > 


f* 


J-U', 


* I 


. 


!.r*  'i 


, 

' 


• r. 


j . .v  ir  . -*C-'  **1  X ' * ' ;I;' 


3 •.  •’  •••'  ' 


..  •_ . 'll 

■ 


